Bare Necessities Tour & Travel
General Information

the nude…Paul Gauguin Style
return to the South Pacific
April 1 – 15, 2017

Maeva and Welcome aboard! We are glad you are sailing with us on the spectacular m/
s Paul Gauguin. In preparation for our cruise to French Polynesia, we have put together
an information packet for you with important facts about the upcoming cruise. Please
read the information thoroughly. It was compiled in advance for your convenience,
and although we do not anticipate any changes, some areas may be subject to change
as departure nears.

Itinerary
(Subject to change)

*Embarkation
**Debarkation
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Map of French Polynesia

GENERAL INFORMATION
Identification Requirements
A valid passport is required for travel (copies will not be accepted). Please check your
passport expiration date. Passports must not expire within 6 months of your departure.
If your passport expires in 2017, we suggest renewing prior to traveling. U.S. citizens,
Canadians, passengers from New Zealand and Australia are not required to have a
travel visa unless their stay is more than 90 days. Any guest without proper
documentation will not be allowed to board the vessel, and Bare Necessities assumes
no responsibility for advising guests of immigration requirements.
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It is the sole responsibility of each guest to identify and obtain all required travel
documents for all ports of call. Please check with the French Consulate directly
to request specific information for entry into French Polynesia.
Cruise Documents
You will receive your cruise documents via email approximately one month prior to
sailing. We will not be mailing paper documents, unless requested. Review them
carefully to ensure all the information listed is correct. Please note that passenger’s
first and last names on the travel documents must be exactly as they appear on
their passport. (We do not require middles names, initials or suffixes.) You may print
out your cruise documents and bring them with you to the port. If you plan to be away at
this time, please let us know and we will make arrangements for your documents to
be available at the port.
Cruise Port
We will be sailing out of the Papeete Cruise Port, or Port Autonome de Papeete,
which is located in the Papeete Harbor at Port de Plaisance.
Port Autonome de Papeete
BP 9164 Motu Uta,
Papeete 98715
Phone: 5054 54
www.portdepapeete.pf
Right next to the Papeete cruise port terminal is the tourism office, so you can get more
information on all city tours and shore excursion possibilities.
Embarkation
Embarkation will begin at approximately 3:00 PM on Saturday, April 1st, 2017. The
gangway will close at 5:00 PM and the ship will sail at 6:00 PM. A safety drill will be
completed prior to departure, and will take place at 5:30 PM on embarkation day. All
guests are required to be on board for this drill.
Disembarkation
The m/s Paul Gauguin will begin disembarkation at 9:00 AM in Papeete on Saturday,
April 15th, 2017. We arrive at 7:30 PM on Friday, April 14th, so passengers may
disembark Friday evening if they plan to fly out that same night. Passengers may enjoy
dinner on Friday and breakfast on Saturday morning before disembarking.
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Luggage
All luggage pieces must be securely packed and clearly labeled with passenger’s full
name, ship’s name, cabin number, and date of sailing. We recommend that travel
documents (cruise tickets, passport and visa, insurance, etc.), valuables, and
medication are hand carried in your carry-on bags. Neither Paul Gauguin Cruise Line
nor Bare Necessities are responsible for any loss, theft, or damage to passenger’s
luggage or personal property. Please contact your air carrier(s) directly to determine
their particular specifications, weight limits, and/or fees for luggage.
Travel Insurance
We ask that you not be one of our unfortunate passengers who does not purchase trip
cancellation insurance and find themselves in an unavoidable situation where they have
to cancel or they miss the cruise. As of April 1, 2016, this cruise is non-refundable.
Please protect your vacation investment with the purchase of trip insurance. Remember,
this can also include any medical expenses incurred while traveling, delayed or lost
baggage, and more.
For more information, please call M.H. Ross Travel Insurance Services at 800-423-3632
or go online: www.mhross.com/index.php/consumer/portal/OMNT0904TX.
Our agency ID is: OMNT0904TX
Surcharges
All port taxes and gratuities are all inclusive in your cruise fare. You will not be charged
additional port taxes or gratuities on board the ship. Fuel prices for the m/s Paul
Gauguin as of March 12, 2015, were $400 per metric ton. Should the price of oil rise
over 30% prior to sailing, Paul Gauguin Cruises may divide the excess amount among
the passengers in equal sums per passenger and such amount will be charged to your
on board account.
GETTING THERE
The cruise will be leaving from Papeete, Tahiti. Papeete (pronounced Pah-pay-et-te),
meaning the "water basket”, was once a gathering place where Tahitians came to fill
their calabashes with fresh waters. The invigorating capital city, Papeete is located on
the island of Tahiti situated halfway between Los Angeles, California and Sydney,
Australia. The islands are located south of the equator, in the same time zone as
Hawaii, and halfway between California and Australia.
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With online booking engines today, it is more affordable to book your travel to suite your
individual needs online directly. When reserving your travel, we suggest either
contacting the companies (airlines, hotels, transfer companies) directly or go online to
the various booking engines such as: Expedia; Travelocity; Orbitz; etc. We encourage
you to read the reviews on hotels and transportation options in order to make the best
selection that fits your needs.
Airport
Faa’a International Airport (PPT) is the island’s airport, and is an under 8-hour flight by
air from Los Angeles (LAX). From North America, nonstop flights depart LAX nearly
every day on Air Tahiti Nui and Air France. Nonstop flights from Honolulu (HNL) to
Papeete (PPT) are also available weekly on Hawaiian Airlines.
FAA'A International Airport: (689) 40.86.60.60 or www.tahiti-aeroport.pf
All major airlines coordinate air travel to Tahiti with the one of the following airlines: Air
Tahiti Nui; Air France; or Quantas. Most flights arrive very early in the morning so you
are welcome to arrive the day of embarkation or earlier depending on your vacation
needs. When reserving your flight, please keep in mind the time difference when
traveling overseas. Bare Necessities always suggests arriving at least one day early so
you are well rested and free of any travel delays. It is also recommended that guests
should not schedule departing flights prior to four hours after disembarkation.
If you have made your own flight and/or hotel arrangements, you will be responsible for
getting to the hotel and ship on your own.
International airlines servicing Papeete, Tahiti include:
•
•
•

Air France: 1-800-237-2747 or www.airfrance.us
Air Tahiti Nui: 1-877-824-4846 or www.airtahitinui-usa.com
Hawaiian Airlines: 1-800-367-5320 or www.hawaiianair.com

Upon returning to the United States, all baggage is subject to inspection by U.S.
Customs Service. Guests may also be subject to inspection by local customs officials.
Residents of the United States are allowed a duty-free exemption of $800 per person,
and those over the age of 21 may include one liter of liquor and one carton of cigarettes
in their exempted purchases.
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Hotel Accommodations
If you choose to stay in Papeete, we recommend the InterContinental Resort Tahiti
located on the main island only two kilometers from the airport and city shopping.
InterContinental Resort Tahiti
B.P 6014, 98702 Tahiti, French Polynesia
Phone: + (689) 40 86 51 10
Facsimile: + (689) 40 86 51 30
intercontinental.tahiti@ihg.com
Reservation: + (689) 40 86 51 78
reservation.tahitiregion@ihg.com
For more information or to reserve, visit: http://tahiti.intercontinental.com
The InterContinental Resort does provide transfers to and from the airport and the
cruise port for an additional cost. Arrangements need to be made directly with the resort
and can be charged on your room bill.
Please note that a “Day Room” is the equivalent of a 1-night stay. Make sure when
reserving your room, that you indicate the day prior to your arrival as your check in date.
Overall, prices are high, but this is expected for the French Polynesia Islands. Please
keep in mind, these prices include amenities we have become accustomed to such as
adequate sized bathrooms, air conditioning, complimentary coffee service, etc.
For more information on additional lodging in Tahiti, please visit Tahiti Tourisme at:
http://www.tahiti-tourisme.com/islands/tahiti/tahiti-hotels.asp
Local Transportation
By Bus – Le Truck allows frequent stops and a unique way of meeting the locals. It is
considered the best method of getting around Papeete, so visitors should make sure
they understand the system. This is not difficult, as it is a relatively straightforward
transportation to learn. It is also an inexpensive system, with one-way rides costing just
over one dollar. Travelers should know that Le Truck does not run all throughout the
night and the time between arrivals increases considerably in the evening hours. For
this reason, visitors planning to be out and about at night should intend to supplement
their use of Le Truck with taxi hire. The latter is more expensive, of course, but is still
relatively inexpensive, primarily because Papeete is compact enough to make most
internal travel distances fairly short.
Once upon a time, Le Trucks would stop for you almost anywhere, but today you must
catch them and the buses at official stops called arrêt le bus in French.
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By Taxi – Papeete has a large number of taxis, although they can be hard to find during
the morning and evening rush hours, especially if it's raining. You can flag one down on
the street or find them gathered at one of several taxi stations. The largest gathering
points are on boulevard Pomare near the market and at the Centre Vaima. Most taxi
drivers understand some English. Taxi fares are set by the government and are posted
on a board at the Centre Vaima taxi stand on boulevard Pomare. Few cabs have
meters, so be sure that you and the driver have agreed on a fare before you get in. Note
that all fares are increased by at least 20% from 8pm to 6am.
A trip anywhere within downtown Papeete during the day starts at 1,000CFP (US
$13/£7), goes up 120CFP (US$1.50/£1) for every kilometer after the first one, and costs
about 240CFP (US$3/£1.50) at night. As a rule of thumb, the fare from the Papeete
hotels to the airport or vice versa is about 1,700CFP (US$21/£11) during the day from
the west coast hotels to the airport, about 1,000CFP (US$13/£7). Drivers may charge
an extra 50CFP to 100CFP (US$0.46-0.93/£0.34-0.68) per bag of luggage.
Note, all fares listed are estimates at the time of this publication, and are subject to
change at anytime.
By Rental Car – Tahiti has the following rental car agencies available on the island:
•
•
•
•

Avis (tel. 800/331-1212 or 41.93.93; www.avis.com)
Hertz (tel. 800/654-3131 or 42.04.72; www.hertz.com)
Europcar (tel. 800/227-7368 or 45.24.24; www.europcar-tahiti.com)
Daniel Location de Voitures, located in the Faa’a Airport terminal (tel. 81.96.32;
fax 85.62.64; daniel.location@mail.pf)

All charge about 9,600CFP (US$120/£61) per day with unlimited kilometers.
Note, all fares listed are estimates at the time of this publication, and are subject to
change at anytime.
Driving Hints: In Papeete, priority is given to vehicles entering an intersection from the
right side. This rule does not apply on the four-lane boulevard Pomare along the
waterfront, but be careful everywhere else, as drivers on your right will expect you to
yield the right of way at intersections where there are no stop signs or traffic signals. Be
prepared to deal with numerous traffic circles in and near town. You must give way to
traffic already in the circles.

Page 7! of 14
!

Bare Necessities Tour & Travel
General Information

Parking Hints: Parking spaces can be as scarce in downtown Papeete during the day.
You must pay to park in most on-street spaces from 8am to 5pm Monday to Saturday,
which costs about 100CFP (US$1.25/£0.65) per hour, payable by tickets sold at
numerous shops and newsstands displaying signs saying Parc Chec. Put the parc
checticket on the dashboard inside the vehicle, not outside under the windshield wiper,
where it will be stolen. There are several municipal parking garages, including one
under the Hotel de Ville (Town Hall); enter off rue Collette between rue Paul Gauguin
and rue d'Ecole des Frères. Some large buildings, such as the Centre Vaima, have
garages in their basements.
Note, all fares listed are estimates at the time of this publication, and are subject to
change at anytime.
Get Unlimited Kilometers if Driving Around Tahiti: If you rent a car, consider the
unlimited kilometer rate if you intend to drive around Tahiti, since the round-island road
is 114km (72 miles) long, not counting Tahiti Iti.
For more information on getting around Tahiti, please visit Tahiti Tourisme at:
http://www.tahiti-tourisme.com/islands/tahiti/tahiti-transportation.asp
Currency and Credit Cards
While ashore, the local currency in French Polynesia is the French Pacific Franc.
French Polynesia = French Pacific Franc (CFP, also known as XPF)
1.00 USD = 106.940 CFP/XPF *exchange rates subject to change
Currency exchange offices offer better exchange rates than most banks, and may or
may not charge a commission. ATM machines are available at the airport as well as
throughout downtown. Of course, banks run ATMs, so there will be fees ranging from
2% - 3% or more. Your bank may also charge ATM fees in addition to the foreign bank
ATM fees, so check with your bank to see what you may expect. Most international
hotels will also exchange currency, but again, the rates may be higher. You may
exchange dollars for small denominations of the local currency at the reception desk on
board the m/s Paul Gauguin (exchange fees apply), although the ship has run out of
currency to exchange on past cruises, therefore it is not guaranteed.
Credit/debit cards such as, American Express, Visa and MasterCard are accepted at
most major hotels, shops and restaurants, as well as on board the ship. It's worth taking
at least two credit cards in case one is not accepted. Be aware, not everyone accepts
American Express. When traveling abroad, it is a good idea to contact your credit card
companies in advance to inform them of your travel plans. Doing so may prevent your
card from being “tagged” as stolen and may prevent inconveniences.
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For safety and convenience, you may choose to carry money in traveler’s checks in
small denominations ($20 - $50) for spending in ports of call, however, traveler checks
are not accepted on board the m/s Paul Gauguin.
Tipping in the South Pacific
Tipping is not customary in the South Pacific and is therefore not expected. If you
choose to tip for exemplary service, the gesture is always welcomed and appreciated.
ON BOARD THE m/s PAUL GAUGUIN
Ship Information
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Only 332 guests exclusively
Crew to guest ratio of 1 to 1.5
All ocean view accommodations, nearly 70% with balconies
Space to guest ratio of nearly 58 to 1, one of the highest of any ship serving the
North American market
Port taxes and onboard gratuities are all inclusive with your cruise fare
Complimentary beverages including select wines, spirits, beer, soft drinks, bottled
water, coffee, and tea served throughout the ship
Butler service in categories B and above, including in-suite bar setup and
SoundDock® for iPod®
In-suite minibar replenished daily with soft drinks, beer, and bottled water
State-of-the-art retractable Watersports Marina for complimentary kayaking,
windsurfing, and paddle boarding, and Zodiacs for optional dive excursions.
Onboard dive program
Onboard lecture program
Two elegant restaurants and one pool-side grill
WiFi hotspots throughout the ship
Complimentary 24-hour room service, including selections from L’Etoile
Restaurant during regular dining hours.
Complimentary in-room movie channels and movies available

Onboard Account
The U.S. Dollar is the standard currency aboard m/s Paul Gauguin, and you may
exchange dollars for small denominations of local currency at the reception desk
(exchange fees apply). For your convenience at the time of embarkation, Paul Gauguin
Cruises will request a confidential registration of an accepted credit card to setup your
onboard account, which will enable you to sign for such items as gifts, shore excursions,
select premium liquors, and more. This is an all-inclusive cruise, however, you may
choose to partake in a spa service or sign up for one the many shore excursions offered
that are additional and will be charged to your onboard account.
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The night prior to your final disembarkation from the ship, a detailed statement of your
charges for onboard services and products will be delivered to your suite or stateroom.
All such charges must be paid in full by cash or accepted credit card (Visa, Mastercard,
or American Express).
Note: Traveler’s checks, personal checks and Discover are not accepted on board
the m/s Paul Gauguin.
Gratuities / Crew Appreciation Fund
Gratuities for room stewards, dining and bar staff are all inclusive in your cruise fare,
therefore you will not be charged these fees in your onboard account. However, you
may tip any crewmember directly to show your appreciation for their quality service,
although it is not expected.
If you feel strongly about expressing your gratitude to the crew, you are encouraged to
make a donation to the Crew Appreciation Fund at the Purser’s Office. This money is
used for crew parties and events.
Shore Excursions
A list of shore excursions will be available with your cruise documents about 30 days
prior to the cruise. You are able to sign up for these excursions once on board the ship
at the Travel Concierge Desk. Pre-reserved shore excursions will be billed to your
onboard account and are non-refundable after the closing deadline. To avoid
cancellation penalties, the Travel Concierge Desk should be notified prior to the closing
deadline, which is 12:00 noon the day before the tour departs, unless otherwise
indicated.
Watersports Policies
SCUBA Diving – Even if you have never SCUBA dived before, as a guest aboard the
m/s Paul Gauguin, you can witness spectacular marine life up close and swim among
beautiful, rainbow-colored coral reefs within a matter of hours. The Gauguin’s SCUBA
diving excursions are designed for all levels of experience for an additional cost. The
ship offers PADI certification on board for novice divers, as well as refresher courses.
SCUBA diving gear is included in the price of SCUBA excursions. The ship can also
store SCUBA gear, should you prefer to bring your own. For complete information on
policies, required forms and more, visit: www.pgcruises.com/scuba.
Snorkeling – Snorkel gear is complimentary for the duration of the cruise. Guests can
obtain snorkeling equipment at the marina at the beginning of their cruise and keep it
throughout their voyage. They must read and sign a waiver before receiving snorkeling
equipment, which must be returned to the marina before 4:00 p.m. on the last day of the
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cruise. Snorkeling is available from Paul Gauguin Cruises’ private motu off the coast of
Taha’a. Please note, however, that snorkeling is not permitted from the marina platform.
Members of the marina team will be on hand to help guests with their equipment, but
they are not lifeguards. In the event of a strong current, the team will advise guests not
to swim if they are not good swimmers and design an alternate area for snorkeling.
Kayaking – Kayaking is available from the marina, from Paul Gauguin Cruises’ private
beach on a motu off the coast of Bora Bora, and from our private motu off the coast of
Taha’a. In the event of strong winds, kayaking is forbidden for safety reasons.
Windsurfing – Windsurfing is available only from the marina. In the event of strong
winds, windsurfing is forbidden for safety reasons. Our marina team will set up the
board and sail, but they are not instructors, so guests must already be familiar with how
to windsurf. They also must wear a life vest at all times.
Paddle boarding – Paddle boarding is available from the marina and from Paul
Gauguin Cruises’ private beach on a motu off the coast of Bora Bora. In the event of
strong winds, paddle boarding is forbidden for safety reasons.
To further ensure the safety of all guests, the marina team remains on duty whenever
kayaking, windsurfing or paddle boarding is available, and the marina is stocked with
Zodiac rescue craft in case of emergency.
Beverages
Your all-inclusive fare includes beer and select wines and spirits, and complimentary
soft drinks, bottled water, and hot beverages are served throughout the ship. Only
premium liquors, specialty wines, and certain cognacs incur an additional charge.
Dietary Restrictions
Please advise the Paul Gauguin Cruises Reservations Department of any special
dietary requirements you may have at least 30 days prior to sailing. Ask for “special
services.” General dietary needs such as low-salt or low-cholesterol foods can be
satisfied on board the ship simply by speaking with the dining wait staff.
Smoking Policy
Smoking is strictly prohibited in all enclosed areas of the m/s Paul Gauguin, including
your staterooms, suites and outside balconies.
Designated smoking areas can be found on the exterior open deck areas on
the starboard side only. Areas are as follows: forward outdoor area on Deck 5, the
outdoor area of La Palette and the Bar Du Soleil. Cigar smoking is permitted only at La
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Palette, and pipes are not allowed anywhere on board the ship. Always use the ashtrays
provided in these areas and never throw cigarettes overboard – besides
being very unkind to the ocean, they could be blown back into the ship and cause a fire.
Communication at Sea
If friends and family need to reach you, they can send a message to the ship at
www.pgcruises.com/guest-contact. They must have the guest's name and cabin
number.
For our guest's convenience, the Paul Gauguin Cruises has an advanced cellular
network installed on board the ship, allowing guests to place and receive calls using
their personal mobile phones when the ship is in international waters. In order to take
advantage of this service, guests’ mobile phones must be able to roam internationally,
and their provider must have a roaming agreement with Maritime Communications
Partner AS (MCP). Not all prepaid phones are supported. For questions about services
or about pricing and billing, guests should contact their mobile phone provider’s
customer service department prior to sailing. There are no charges from PGC for this
service. User must dial “+” or “00”, the country code, city code, and full number to call
any country, including their country of origin.
Outbound mail service and postage are available on board through Guest Services for a
nominal charge.
Internet Connectivity at Sea
Internet access is complimentary for guests in the Owner’s and Grand Suites and is
available to all other guests for a nominal fee. There are several packages to choose
from and rates can be found at: www.pgcruises.com/faq?subjects=346.
Electrical Voltage
While the standard electrical voltage aboard ship is 220 volts (European current), both
220-volt and 110-volt outlets are available in bathrooms and staterooms. Hair dryers are
provided in your cabin for your convenience. Adapters may be necessary on board the
ship, as well as time spent in hotels, if you plan to bring electrical equipment with you
such as laptops, cells phones, etc.
Laundry / Dry Cleaning / Hair Dryers / Irons
Laundry, dry cleaning and pressing services are available for an additional cost and
may be arranged through your room steward. Prices vary per piece and are listed on
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the laundry tickets provided in your stateroom. For safety reasons, irons, including travel
irons, are not permitted on board.
You may also purchase a pre-reserved laundry package before boarding, but it must be
reserved in advance and will be charged to your onboard account. Cut-off date for
adding a laundry package to a booking will be 24 hours before sailing. Laundry
packages cannot be purchased onboard. Single occupancies are 50% of double
occupancy prices.
For details on laundry packages visit: www.pgcruises.com/gifts?item=17.
Protect Your Valuables
Each stateroom or suite is equipped with a personal safe. Paul Gauguin Cruises is not
responsible for any personal articles such as money, jewelry, cameras, binoculars,
documents, or any other items that you retain personally or in your stateroom or suite.
Wet Landings
Please note that when ship is moored offshore, passengers will be transferred by
shuttle or Zodiac. This may involve a beach landing. Appropriate water shoes are
recommended, as your shoes will get wet.
Motion Sickness
As on any seagoing vessel, some motion may be anticipated in certain areas dependent
upon the weather, season, etc. It is recommended that passengers bring anti-motion
sickness medication just in case, even if you have never experienced motion sickness
in the past. Please consult your physician should you have any questions as to what
would be most appropriate for you. A qualified physician or registered nurse is either on
staff or is available from shore. In addition, the ship’s officers are qualified in
administering first aid. Any applicable fees for medical services rendered on board will
be charged to your account and presented for settlement at the end of the cruise.
Medical Services
A medical doctor is on board the ship and available for professional and emergency
services, which are available at customary charges. A nurse is also available on board.
The ship’s medical center is designed to provide medical care for certain temporary
illnesses and accidents, and is not intended or capable of providing on-going treatment
of pre-existing medical conditions. For guests requiring oxygen equipment, an oxygen
concentrator is the only form of oxygen equipment allowed on board the ship and must
be provided by the guest. PGC wheelchairs on board are for emergency purposes only.
Guests must provide their own wheelchair for daily use.
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What to Pack?
Suggestions for clothes to bring include causal dresses or skirt/slacks ensemble for
women, khakis/slacks and open-collared shirts for men to wear in the evenings for
dinner. The degree of dress is of course, in accordance with your personal preferences.
When on shore, the climate calls for casual and comfortable clothing. Pack loose-fitting,
natural fabrics and plenty of shorts. Casual shirts, walking shorts and comfortable
footwear are strongly recommended.
Don’t forget essentials, such as: sunscreen; brimmed hats; sunglasses; swimsuits for
shore excursions; water shoes for wet landings; bug repellent; and any prescription
medicine authorized by your physician.
Clothing Optional
The m/s Paul Gauguin will be clothing optional in all guest areas of the ship. However,
clothing is required in the L’ Etoile and La Veranda dining rooms where waiters serve
you. Breakfast and lunch may be enjoyed nude at Le Grille, but clothing is required for
dinner. Shorts and t-shirts are acceptable dining room attire. Clothing is also required if
you choose to attend the Captain’s Reception to meet the officers and crew. The only
other time clothing will be required is in port when customs officials board the ship, or if
we are docked alongside in view of land or other vessels.
Should you have any questions, or if we may assist you in preparing for departure,
please do not hesitate to contact us anytime Monday – Friday, 9 AM – 5 PM Central
time at 800-743-0405 or 512-499-0405.
We are delighted that you have chosen to join us for our return to French Polynesia
aboard the m/s Paul Gauguin. This is sure to be a trip of a lifetime!
Yours naturally,
The Staff of Bare Necessities Tour & Travel
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